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ew things in the Christian life are as important as understanding one’s vocation, in the true sense of

hearing and obeying God’s call. Indeed, the church is the assembly of those who have heard God’s

call. The church (the ekklesia) is quite literally a gathering of people who have heard a “call.” Yet few
concepts are as murky or as vulnerable to distortion as calling.

This has been so for quite a long time. As early as the 16th century, William Shakespeare gently mocked
the Puritans of his day through his portrayal of the rotund, beer-swilling Falstaff. When Prince Hal accuses
Falstaff of purse snatching, Falstaff’s defense is theological, “Why Hal, “tis my vocation, Hal; "tis no sin for
a man to labor in his vocation,”

Most would not so brazenly sanctify their vices by justifving them as God’s call. Yet people do it every
day—consider terrorists who feel “called” to kill others because it’s their divine mandate, for example.
There is always a lurking danger that our personal preferences and prejudices will tum out—coinciden-
tally—to look exactly like the will of God. How do we avoid this self-serving distortion? How do we avoid
baptizing our own preferences and declaring them “the will of God™? How, in other words, do we discern
what is truly God’s will for us?

Daily we come to forks in the road, and we must choose. Even if we want to be like Robert Frost (or
Scott Peck) and choose “the road less traveled,” even when we are most earnest and sincere, we sometimes
have trouble knowing which path to take. Frost, wisely, describes the dilemma of choosing in *The Road
Mot Taken™

And both [roads] thal morning equally lay
In leaves that no step had trodden black. {my emphasis)

The point is, at the critical moment when the choice had to be made, the poet could not easily distin-
guish one road from the other, They were wormn “really about the same.” Though the poet does choose, he
admits his uncertainty. The route he took had “perhaps the better
claim” (my emphasis). Frost’s dilemma represents what happens
to ug all, Through the vears 1 have listened to countless students
and friends anguish over how to know their vocation, After
prayer, reflection, and not a little trial and error myself, I offer
these insights that may help others think through vocation.

SoMETIMES You CHOOSE YOUR VOCATION

Inn the film October Sky, Homer, a voung boy stirred by
Sputnik in the 1950s, dreamed of outer space and building
rockets. But Homer lived in a poor coal-mining town in West
Virginia, and his father did not share the son’s dreams. The







