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Reflections On A New Name
By Tiffany Ferguson

After 60 years as the Associated Women for
Pepperdine (AWP), last spring the Executive Board
voted to adopt a new name for the organization,
one that we hope will inspirit us for the next 60
years and beyond. By unanimous vote, the name
was officially changed to Pepperdine Legacy
Partners. The Board also previously voted to
update the name of the scholarship recipients to
the Helen Young Scholars to honor the memory
of its beloved founder. At the new student welcome
reception during New Student Orientation in
August, the PLP Board excitedly unveiled its new
logo design for parents and students in attendance.
A formal announcement regarding these changes
was sent to all PLP members by President Lydia
Folkerts earlier this fall. As a board member and
member of the original sub-committee to explore a
name change, I am so excited to see this final
result. On behalf of the Executive Board, we invite
you, your family and your church to partner with
us to carry on Helen Young's mission of helping
Church of Christ students attend Pepperdine.
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CLASS OF 2022

HELEN YOUNG SCHOLARS
Isabella Armstrong
Isabelle Banowsky
Molly Day
Victoria Dulemba
Jennifer Gash
Joshua Leow
Emily Mazo
Jake Nichols
Samantha Nolan
Tanner Provencher
Patrick Robbins
Keaton Rosenlieb
Bryn Sandine
John Stephens
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Fall Fundraising and Events
By Tami Williamson
In June 2018 we welcomed new members to the PLP national board and said goodbye
to some others who had served in 2017-2018. Claudia Sangster stepped down as
President, as she was getting ready to make a move to Arizona. She was gracious to
donate much of her household items to PLP to raise money for scholarships.
Because of her generosity, we were able to raise $5,500 in a one-day sale.
Provost and Mrs. Marrs opened their home once again for Waves Weekend and
hosted our Church of Christ students, parents, and guests for a finger food
reception complete with entertainment from Won by One. Students love this event
as they always get to walk away with boxes of food to take back to their rooms as
an added bonus.
PLP held our annual Fall Festival on November 2nd. This is always a happy day
with many of our faculty, staff, and students coming to shop for treasures and
support our mission. We added $2,780 to our scholarship fund through that sale.
Along with items to purchase, we also launched the opportunity to contribute to the
Andy and Debby Benton Endowed Scholarship. Our goal is to raise $100,000 to
honor the Bentons for their service to Pepperdine.

Sangster Estate Sale
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Waves Weekend Church of Christ Student Reception

Annual Fall Festival Sale &
Benton Scholarship Kick-off
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Dear PLP members,
The Fall Festival marked the kick-off to our fundraising campaign for
our new endowed scholarship. As you may already know, Andy will be
stepping down from the presidency next summer. Since he and his
wife, Debby, have honored us for so long with their advocacy and
support, we want to take this opportunity to honor them with the
"Andy and Debby Benton Endowed Scholarship." We hope that, in
addition to your annual PLP membership dues, you will be willing to
make an extra gift toward our goal of $100,000 to fully endow this
fund. As of December 1st, we have raised $2ó,ô41.
Please partner with PLP in supporting this new scholarship. You can
make your gift online at impact.pepperdine.edu/bentons. No matter
the size of your gift, thank you for helping us create a proper tribute
for a couple who has made an historically positive impact on our
University - one that will echo for generations of students to come.
Sincerely,
Sara Young Jackson
Senior Vice Chancellor & Benton Campaign Chair
Pepperdine University
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Scholar Sightings
CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS AS THEY MAKE WAVES

Pepperdine Legacy Partners has awarded 47
students each a $5,000 scholarship for the
2018-2019 academic year.
Here are some of the highlights from our
students this semester.
Thank you for supporting our scholars through
your annual membership.

Student Achievement
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Sophomores Abroad
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GABRIELLE ANTONIO
CLASS OF 2021
Florence,
Italy
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Lydia Folkerts, PLP President
While the excitement of Christmas is definitely in the air in
my home, tonight my children are giddy with what seems
like that first-day-of-school anticipation. Time was spent
today laying out clothes for the morning, making sure that
backpacks are ready to go and making lunches for the
school day to come. The middle schooler and high schooler
are going back to school after a four-week school closure,
an unanticipated disruption to their schooling. The Woolsey
Fire left their middle school and high school with minimal
damage, but the surrounding homes and neighborhoods
near the school have been devastated. There are too many
families to count in their circle of friends who have lost
homes and have been displaced due to the fire that raged
in Malibu on November 9, 2018.
Having been a part of the Pepperdine community since
2002, our family has been through Malibu fires before. The
2007 fire found us leaving our condo on campus and
sheltering in place in the cafeteria among students, faculty,
and staff. Fast forward eleven years and our family found
itself again sheltering in place in the cafeteria with our three
children, again among students, faculty, and staff.
Our experience this time around with the Woolsey Fire
would find us looking for ways to serve the students during
the day. This included helping with mealtime prep and
service and later spending the night in our workplace. Later
that night, help was on the way and the sound and sight of
the helicopters dropping water on our beloved campus will
stay with me. Our family is grateful to the first responders
and to Andy Benton and Pepperdine's steadfast leadership
during the fire.
For our family, the days that followed the fire blended one
into another. With Pepperdine Malibu classes canceled
until after Thanksgiving, the majority of the students were
staying with friends and family off campus.
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We were able to sleep in our home (and how thankful we were for that) but chose to spend
the days on the main campus, where meals were provided and the internet was working.
My children were able to spend time with their neighbor friends and our time was spent in
community catching up with students who were still on campus, neighbors, church
members, fellow Pepperdine Legacy Partners Board members and helping where needed.
You would be SO proud of our Helen Young Scholar students who were on campus for the
fire and the week after the fire. With the many first responders, using the Villa (campus
hotel) to rest, practical things like laundry needed to be done. Our students enthusiastically
jumped in, along with others, to use the dorm washing facilities. They washed, folded and
returned the sheets to the Villa. What a gift to those that needed a place to lie their head
after a long day of service. Thank you, students! Your selflessness and service are an
example of Jesus to me.
Our Pepperdine community has known its share of sorrow and utter heartbreak this past
month. The Borderline mass shooting in Thousand Oaks, CA on November 7th where
twelve people were killed, one of those being Alaina Housley, a first-year Seaver student,
happened just a day before the Woolsey Fire began. Our community had been rocked by
the shooting and, on its heels, the fire. A memorial service to honor Alaina’s life was held
just two days after students resumed classes on November 26, 2018. Through singing,
prayer, and hearing from Alaina’s parents, Arik and Hannah Housley, Firestone Fieldhouse
was a place of mourning and hope. Alaina loved to sing and sang with fellow PLP students
in Pepperdine’s concert choir. This same choir sang at her memorial service. Our
community continues to sit in the grief of these November tragedies, but while we sit with
the grief, we also grieve with hope. We can cry out to God, one who hears us and hears
our prayers and we can call upon the Holy Spirit who comforts us.
Already, green shoots are emerging from the charred hillsides around campus and signs of
life cannot be missed. We have recently been given some remarkably beautiful sunsets to
marvel at and remind us that God continues to be at work each day and that we can
choose to be grateful. As we look to 2019, may we be present and notice the things in our
lives in which we are grateful. Thank you for partnering with us and for your prayers for
Pepperdine, our students and our work on this campus. May we continue to walk by faith
into 2019. I am grateful for YOU.
-Lydia Folkerts
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